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Now a regular neighbourhood D of C is characterised by three 
properties: D is a manifold, a neighbourhood of C, and D \C (D 
collapses to C). I t transpires that only the third property matters 
from the point of view of engulfing, and more important than the 
first two properties is to make D — Col minimal dimension. In fact 
we have an equivalent definition: X can be engulfed from C if there 
exists a PL subspace D such tha t 

XCD\C, 

dim (D - C) g x + 1. 

Intuitively one thinks ofe  importan
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