
 

 

AS and A Level Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics consultation on Conditions and 
Guidance 

How to respond to this consultation 
The closing date for responses is 11 January 2016. 

Please respond to this consultation in one of three ways: 

! Complete the online response at www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2461563/as-andw





 

 

( ) Student  
( ) Parent or carer  
( ) Teacher (but responding in a personal capacity)  
( ) Other, including general public (please state below)



 

 

 
Questions 
Question 1: To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed 
assessment objectives are appropriate for AS and A level mathematics and 
further mathematics? 
( ) Strongly agree 
( ) Agree 
( ) Neither agree nor disagree 
( X ) Disagree 
( ) Strongly disagree 
Please explain your reasons: 
It was better to have ‘use and interpret notation correctly’ as a separate objective. If it 
is to be included in AO2’s ‘use mathematical language correctly’ it should be explicit. 
For example, ‘use mathematical language and notation correctly’. 
 
Question 2: To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed 
weightings of the assessment objectives are appropriate for AS mathematics? 
( ) Strongly agree 
( X ) Agree 
( ) Neither agree nor disagree 
( ) Disagree 
( ) Strongly disagree 
Please explain your reasons: 
A weighting around 60% given to standard techniques is reasonable. One issue for 
concern though is the discretion to vary by +/-2%. This appears a negligible change 
and may not leave exam boards much room to manoeuvre but may in fact lead to 
large perceived differences between exam boards and this may lead to “game 
playing” by schools



 

 

Question 4: To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed 
weightings of the assessment objectives are appropriate for AS further 
mathematics? 
( ) Strongly agree 
( ) Agree 
( ) Neither agree nor disagree 
( X ) Disagree 
( ) Strongly

disagy





 

 

Question 10: To what extent do you agree or disagree with our proposed 
approach to regulating the sampling of subject content in AS and A level 
mathematics? 
( ) Strongly agree 
(X) Agree 
( ) Neither agree nor disagree 
( ) Disagree 
( ) Strongly disagree 
Please explain your reasons: 
This regulation must be carried out by a transparently appointed group with 
mathematical expertise. 
 
Question 11: To what extent do you agree or disagree with our proposed 
approach to regulating the use and assessment of large data sets in AS and A 
level mathematics? 
( ) Strongly agree 
( ) Agree 
( X ) Neither agree nor disagree 
( ) Disagree 
( ) Strongly disagree 
Please explain your reasons: 
See answer to Q15. 
 
Question 12: To what extent do you agree or disagree with our proposed 
approach to regulating non-core content in AS and A level further 
mathematics?  
( ) Strongly agree 
( X ) Agree 
( ) Neither agree nor disagree 
( ) Disagree 
( ) Strongly disagree 
Please explain your reasons: 
The provision of a discretion for 50% of content needs to be monitored carefully to 
prevent “game playing”. See answer below to Q14. 
 
Question 13: Do you have any comments on our proposed Conditions and 
requirements for AS and A level mathematics? 
(   ) Yes ( X ) No  
 
Question 14: Do you have any comments on our proposed Conditions and 
requirements for AS and A level further mathematics? 
( X ) Yes ( ) No  
Allowing approximately 50% of FM content to be set by the awarding body is 
welcome in that it could lead to interesting material and unforeseen innovations 
being presented. Realistically however, large differences, perceived or otherwise, 
potentially lead to “game playing” by both schools and awarding bodies. Steps 
should be taken

 

  



 

 

Question 15: Do you have any comments on our proposed guidance for AS 
and A level mathematics? 
( X ) Yes ( ) No  
Paragraph 8 in the Content Document on the Use of Technology states that a 
calculator must have “the ability to compute summary statistics and access 
probabilities



 

 

Question 18: We have not identified any ways in which 



 

 

Accessibility of our consultations 
We are looking at how we provide accessible versions of our consultations and 
would appreciate it if you could spare a few moments to answer the following 
questions. Your answers to these questions will not be considered as part of the 
consultation and will not be released to any third parties.  
We want to write clearly, directly and put the reader first. Overall, do you think 
we have got this right in this consultation? 
( X ) Yes ( ) No 
 
Do you have any comments or suggestions about the style of writing? 
( ) Yes ( X ) No 
Do you have any special requirements to enable you to read our 
consultations? (for example, screen reader, large text, and so on)  
( ) Yes ( X ) No  
 
Which of the following do you currently use to access our consultation 
documents? (select all that apply)  
( ) Screen reader / text-to-speech 


