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Ethical Policy for Journals

Updated January 2024

The London Mathematical Society is committed to research integrity, and we strive to ensure that our
journals' contribution to the published record is reliable and meets the ethical standards expected by the
global mathematical community.
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2. Author Code of Ethics
2.1.  Authorship

2.1.1. Authorship Criteria

The Society considers that an author of a mathematical work is a person who has had significant
involvement in its production by performing at least one of the following actions:

I Substantially contributing to the conception or design of the work; or the creation of research
results; or the creation of new software used in the work; OR

I Drafting the work or substantially revising it.
All named authors should:
I Agree the authorship of their paper prior to submission.

1 Have confidence that each of their co-authors has made a substantial contribution and therefore
meets the authorship criteria (above).
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refereeing research articles or grant applications, should not be used without permission of the original
author.

All sources for the article must be clearly disclosed and permissions obtained from the original authors
(and original publishers if they hold the copyright) for any figures or significant extracts that are to be
reproduced or quoted. Collection of such permissions is the responsibility of the authors.

References should be helpful to the reader and advance the article, so authors should ensure they are
relevant and easy to find.

Authors should ensure that citations add value and are not unfairly biased towards an individual, group or
organisation. Only sources drawn upon in the work should be referenced, and citations should support
the points which they reference. The practice of including superfluous references to the authors’ own
work, or the works of others, merely to promote and inflate citation scores is unethical.

2.3.  Originality
For the avoidance of doubt:

1 The use of the word ‘content’ in this section includes mathematical material, as well as text and
figures.

I Making the preprint of an article available on a server does not count as prior submission or
publication with respect to
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2.9. International sanctions
The Society’s journals welcome contributions from all over the world; however, we will comply with
applicable legal sanctions. This means that there may be times where an article cannot be published
because an author is a sanctioned individual, is affiliated to a sanctioned institution or is resident in a
sanctioned country or territory.

2.10. Breaches of the Author Code of Ethics
Should any author be found to be in breach of this code of ethics, the Society reserves the right to
reject/retract or withdraw the paper and inform all interested parties including relevant journal editors
and authors, the author's department head and/or institutional office of research misconduct.

3. Reviewer Code of Ethics
The Society’s journals may seek quick opinions from reviewers, before deciding if a full review should be
performed. For the avoidance of doubt, this ethical policy applies to those reviewers providing quick
opinions as well as those performing a full review.

3.1  Anonymity
The Society operates a single-anonymous reviewing policy, in which the identity of reviewers is not
disclosed to authors, but the identity of the authors is known by reviewers. Reviewers should not contact
authors and identify themselves as a reviewer of their work.

32.  Objectivity
Reviewers should evaluate each manuscript for its intellectual content without regard to sex, gender
identity, disability, age, nationality, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, belief system, neurodiversity, political
philosophy, or socioeconomic status.

Reviewers should objectively judge the quality of the research reported and give fair, frank and constructive
criticism. Reviewers should
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4. Editorial Board Code of Ethics

4.1, Editorial independence
The Editors of a peer-reviewed journal have full authority over the editorial decisions for the journal.

The Society does not interfere in the evaluation, selection, or editing of individual articles either directly
or by creating an environment that strongly influences decisions.

Editorial decisions are made based on the validity of the work and its importance to the journal’s readers,
not on the commercial implications for the journal.

4.2.  Objectivity
Editors should handle any submitted manuscript based on its intellectual content without regard to sex,
gender identity, disability, age, nationality, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, belief system, neurodiversity,
political philosophy, or socioeconomic status.

43. Conflicts of interest
To uphold impartiality, editors should consider any potential conflict of interest before handling a
submission. If an editor judges that they may have a conflict of interest, they should inform an independent
member of the journal team (which might be the Section Editor, Managing Editor, or journal staff).

Examples of potential conflicts include being:
f In direct competition with the authors
I Arelative, co-worker, or collaborator with one of the authors
A recent supervisor or student of one of the authors
f Ina position to exploit the authors’ work (commercially or otherwise)
I Legally prohibited due to national sanctions

f In a position which prevents the editor from handling the work objectively.
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53.  How to make a complaint about a journal, its staff, or the Society
To make a complaint, please contact publications.secretary@Ims.ac.uk clearly outlining the details of the
complaint. The Society takes all complaints seriously and all complainants will receive a response detailing
what has been investigated and any action that has been taken as a result.

Wherever possible, depending on the nature of the complaint, complaints will be investigated by an
independent, senior member of the Society’s staff.

6. Journals which adhere to this policy
This policy applies to the following publications of the London Mathematical Society:

f Bulletin of the London Mathematical Society

T Journal of the London Mathematical Society

T Journal of Topology

1 Proceedings of the London Mathematical Society

9 Transactions of the London Mathematical Society

This policy is also used by the following journals published by the London Mathematical Society on behalf
of other organisations.

I Compositio Mathematica (published on behalf of the Foundation Compositio Mathematica*)

I Mathematika (published on behalf of University College London)

I Moduli (published on behalf of the Foundation Compositio Mathematica*)

*The Foundation Compositio Mathematica also acknowledges the following policies, alongside the LMS
Ethical Policy for Journals:

! Cambridge Code of Ethics Policy

1 Cambridge University Press Research Publishing Ethics Guidelines
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